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Business Meetings
by RUBY J. HANCOCK
 The Directors Meeting 
The board of directors met in annual session on Thursday
evening, March 28 at the McAllister Hotel in Miami. The mem-
bers present were: Miss Snodgrass, Mr. Manucy, Mrs. Sette,
Mrs. Hancock, Mr. Patrick, Mr. Thrift and directors Beiser,
Hebel, McRae, Richardson and Sessa. Past president John C.
Blocker was present by special request of the president.
Plans for a statewide membership committee, with J. Ryan
Beiser as chairman, were discussed and set for the coming year.
A considerable supply of The Florida Historical Quarterly,
January-April, 1955 reprint, is on hand and methods of dispos-
ing of these copies, especially to schools and libraries, were pro-
posed. A committee to implement disposition will be appointed.
Under the will of the late Dr. Francis Allen Copp of Jack-
sonville the Society was bequeathed his family home in Middle-
burg with the requirement that it be ‘maintained as a historic
landmark”. The directors expressed their deep appreciation and
interest but found it necessary to refuse the bequest because of
lack of funds to restore and maintain the property.
The Society is indebted to Mr. Blocker for the preparation
of two bills designed to create a state historical commission and
make the Society a part of such a body. These bills, and a peti-
tion to the governor to create a study committee to explore the
question of a commission, were discussed fully. The executive
committee was empowered to follow the most feasible course in
its opinion, after discussion with legislators, and subject to the
wish of the membership of the Society.




Published by STARS, 1957
BUSINESS MEETINGS 69
REPORT OF THE TREASURER
April 1, 1956 - March 15, 1957
Balance: April 1, 1956
Location of Balance:
.................................................
Florida Bank at Gainesville ........ 520.98








Reprints ................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
War Bonds ...................................















Total to be accounted for .........
Disbursements:
Printing of Quarterlies (4 issues)...
Printing other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Essay Contest .........................
Postage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Register of copyrights .....................
Expenses of secretary
to St. Augustine . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(Memberships, office and library
supplies, insurance, newsletter,










- - - - - - -
$7,281.94
4,011.46
Balance: March 15, 1957 .....................
Florida Bank at Gainesville ......... 1,030.92
First Federal Building and
Loan (Endowment Fund) ............. 2,239.56
- - - - - -
$3,270.48
Cash balance,
Budget, March 15, 1957 - April 1, 1958
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Estimated expenses:
Florida Historical Quarterly ............. .........  $4,200.00
Printing, general ................. ........... .......... 250.00
Books, binding, subscriptions ........... ............ 100.00
Repairs, equipment .............................. . ...... 75.00
Copyright .................................................. 8.00
General expenses (supplies, mailing)...........
Essay contest .......................... ..................
400.00
    60.00 5,093.00
Estimated balance .................................. 741.92
The Annual Membership Meeting
The annual business meeting of the Society was held on
March 30, following the program session. Action of the directors
in regard to the bequest of the late Dr. Francis Allen Copp was
approved by the membership.
Copies of the proposed bills prepared by Mr. Blocker were
made available to the membership. After full discussion and an
expressed desire that the identity of the Society not be submerged
by a state agency, the membership agreed unanimously to leave
the question of legislation or a petition to the governor in the
hands of the executive committee.
Weymouth T. Jordan gave the report of the annual junior
historian writing contest. The Society expressed its appreciation
to the donors who provided the prizes for his year’s contest and
to Mr. Harry Simonhoff of Miami who will be the donor of the
prizes in 1958.
John Griffin, chairman of the resolutions committee, pre-
sented the following resolutions which were adopted unanimously.
1. Be it resolved that the Florida Historical Society in annual
meeting convened, express its unanimous appreciation to the
University of Miami, the Historical Association of Southern Flor-
ida, and the City of Miami for their efforts in their role of co-
hosts of this successful meeting, and more particularly to Dr.
Charlton W. Tebeau of the University of Miami and Mr. Ernest
G. Gearhart, Jr., of the Historical Association of Southern Florida,
for their work, respectively on the program and on arrangements.
2. Be it resolved that the Florida Historical Society express
its appreciation to the management of the McAllister Hotel for
the provision of meeting rooms for this meeting and for courtesies
extended to the Society.
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3. Be it resolved that the Florida Historical Society express
its appreciation for the way in which The Florida Historical Quar-
terly has been edited by Dr. Rembert W. Patrick during his first
year as editor.
The following slate was presented by Frank B. Sessa, chair-
man of the nominations committee, and elected unanimously:
president, Miss Dena Snodgrass; first vice president, Albert C.
Manucy; second vice president, T. T. Wentworth, Jr.; recording
secretary, Mrs. Ruby J. Hancock; executive secretary-treasurer,
Mrs. Lois J. Sette; directors, Miss Venila Lovina Shores, James
W. Covington, Robert R. Bowen, Louis Capron and Ernest G.
Gearhart, Jr.; nominations committee, 1958, John W. Griffin,
James Covington, Frank B. Sessa, T. T. Wentworth, Jr., and
George Bentley, chairman.
The 1958 Annual Meeting
At a brief meeting of the board of directors, the invitation
of the University of Tampa to meet in Tampa was accepted.
Martin Elected President by Emory Board
S. Walter Martin, a distinguished educational administrator
and University of Georgia dean, has been named 15th president
of Emory University. The Georgia-born Dr. Martin, 46, is dean
of the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Georgia,
where he has been a member of the faculty since 1935. He was
named dean in 1949. Dr. Martin is chairman of the conference
of academic deans of the southern states, and is a prominent
historian and a well-known Methodist layman.
Emory’s 15th president is a native of Tifton, Ga. He received
a Bachelor of Arts degree from Furman University in 1932, a
Master of Arts from the University of Georgia in 1935, and a
Doctor of Philosophy in history from the University of North
Carolina in 1942. Dr. Martin joined the Georgia staff as an
instructor in history. In 1939 he was made assistant professor;
in 1944, associate professor; and in 1947 promoted to full pro-
fessor. From 1943 to 1945 he was acting head of the history
department; and from 1945 to 1947 was assistant dean of facul-
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ties. Prior to coming to the University of Georgia faculty, Dr.
Martin taught for three years in the Palatka, Florida, high school.
In the summer of 1946 he was a visiting professor at the Uni-
versity of Florida.
An interest in Florida history characterizes his research and
writing. Dr. Martin is the author of two books, Florida During
Territorial Days, and a biography of Henry M. Flagler, Florida’s
Flagler. Both were published by the University of Georgia Press.
He is an active member of the Florida Historical Society and has
contributed a number of articles to the Quarterly.
Mrs. Martin is the former Miss Clare Philips of Palatka,
Florida. She attended Florida Southern and Wesleyan College.
Dr. and Mrs. Martin are parents of two children, Ellen, 14, and
Philips, 9.
T. T. Wentworth, Jr., Museum
On April 17 Governor LeRoy Collins signed House Con-
current Resolution number 276. This resolution is as follows:
WHEREAS, on April 6, 1957, there was dedicated the T. T.
Wentworth. Jr., Historical Museum at Enslev. Escambia County,
Florida, eight miles north of Pensacola on U. S. Highway 29 (Old
Palafox Highway), and
WHEREAS, the said museum houses more than seven
thousand (7,000) items of great historical significance including
Florida relics, artifacts, maps, ancient guns, antiques, historic
letters and papers dating from the expedition of Don Tristan de
Luna, Spanish explorer, in 1559, to the Pensacola area, and
WHEREAS, said museum collection not only is a great con-
tribution to the cultural and historical background of northwest
Florida, but it makes a monumental contribution to the history of
our State and Nation, and
WHEREAS, it represents a dream of its founder T. T. Went-
worth, Jr., who began his study and collection of historical relics
at the age of 8 in 1906, which culminated in the establishment
of said museum all at his private expense and as a result of his
continuous personal efforts for more than a half century, and
WHEREAS, the said museum building erected by Mr. Went-
worth is a beautiful brick structure and a worthy contribution to
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our great State and is open to the public without charge, NOW
THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, THE SENATE CONCUR-
RING:
Section I. That the Honorable T. T. Wentworth, Jr., is
deserving of the highest praise and commendation from the rep-
resentatives of the people of the State of Florida, in legislative
session assembled, for his outstanding contribution to the State’s
cultural and historical values in establishing and dedicating the
T. T. Wentworth, Jr., historical museum.
Section 2. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legis-
lature of the State of Florida hereby recognizes the great and
lasting significance of the said museum to our State and expresses
to the Honorable T. T. Wentworth, Jr., its sincere appreciation
and gratitude for his magnificent gift.
Section 3. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of
this resolution be signed by the Speaker and Chief Clerk of the
House and by the President and Secretary of the Senate, and that
such copies bearing the seal of the great State of Florida be trans-
mitted to the Honorable T. T. Wentworth, Jr.
Samuel Gwynn Coe
Dr. Samuel G. Coe came to Florida Southern College in
September 1926 as a member of the Department of History.
During his 30 years at Florida Southern, he has taught classes in
the History of the United States, emphasizing the strategic im-
portance of Florida as the earliest settlement of the American
continent.
Who’s Who in America tells of Dr. Coe being born in Blacks-
burg, Va., December 28, 1888, the son of Henry Slicer, and
Cornelia (Pettigrew). He attended Randolph-Macon Academy,
Front Royal, Va. 1904-06, and received a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree from Washington and Lee University 1909; his M.A. in
1916, and his Ph.D. in 1926 from Johns Hopkins. He was
married to Miss Anna Ford of Front Royal, Virginia, September
10, 1921, and they are the parents of two children Anna Louise,
and Beverly Ruth.
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Dr. Coe became an instructor at his Alma mater, Randolph-
Macon Academy 1909-11, and later entered the Virginia Public
School system as a high school principal 1911-15. After a tour of
military service in World War I, he served again as high school
principal, 1919-1923.
During World War I, Dr. Coe, served in command as a 2nd
Lt. in the United States Army. He later was an instructor in
History A.E.F.U. of Beaune Cote d’or, France, 1917-1919. He
is a member of Phi Beta Kappa, Pi Gamma Mu. His specialized
writings has been The Mission of William Carmichael to Spain
(John Hopkins Press, 1926) and is the author of the account
of “William Carmichael” in the Dictionary of American Bio-
graphy.
As chairman of the Department of History and Political
Science at Florida Southern, he works with his staff which con-
sists of: Thomas Ford, William Calderhead, A. F. Fugitt, Edward
Johnson, Herbert E. Book, Robert G. Richards, and Gilbert P.
Richardson. The Florida Historical Quarterly salutes Dr. Coe,
for his 30 years of active service of teaching History in Florida.
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